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Keeping the Peace
On Duxbury Beach, Piping Plovers and ORVs Have Learned to Get Along

Oi
By Laura Collins-Hughes

i n a tunny Saturday
I morning. Ryan
] Chandler makes
his rounds at

Duibury Beach, checking

in make sutc that every*

•me is present and

jccnunied fur.

One ol his stuns brings

him io a patch off the back

nad. where he steps gingerlyi

he approaches his charges. They

jre not glad tn sec him.

"The

habitat

(plovers) like is

also the habitat

. people like.

A piping plover en tu nest, whole four eggs moke it complete.

On Kit read te Saeulsh. a pe^prfaii walki

pact a reminder of the mimprtd ipecfes
■net mare the beach.

"He's gonna do a broken wing,"

Chandler says knowingly as a piping

plover conies out to greet him. "He'll fake

like he's hurt. See his wing: Hell Stan to

make believe tike hej hurt because he real

ly wants to draw us out*
The tiny bird dees cmatpti Chandler

predicts, dropping one wing down, look

ing injured as it walks away from its nest,
trying to lead the humans from it. But
Chandler, an environmental protection

officer with the Duibury Harbormaster/

Coastal Natural Resource Department,

knows eiactly where the nest is, subtly

marked with a couple of wooden stakes. It

is. he says, a classic nest-, the scrape, a shallow indentation in the

sand, is lined with broken clam shells. Inside sit four pale green
eggs speckled with blick. almost indistinguishable from the peb

ble* around them, about the

same «i/c •»* tht minururc

candy ci'i:* ih-M >h"U up tu

~Noi many people «:u*r

sec a ncv." Chandler says.

"We try and make sure of

thai." '
It ft a challenge (he hat-

bormaMrrs olfice took up in

IV'I. the tame year the

Halloween swim changed
Duibury Beach forever. Fur

Harbormattcr Donald

Been, that storm was a

reminder of how urcrtouv

the heath i> ■- as 3 lurrier to

the <cj, a i njiurjl rcsiiunc,

as a place limply to enjoy.

"Mother Nature tapped

us and saiil. 'You're lucky tu hive it. lake care of it,™ he says.

Taking care of a 4-milc-lunif harrier beaih where endangered

species, off-road vehicle;., families and |>et» iiKxist is i cmnplei

Diabury enWronmental protection officer Ryan ChanoVer

polnli is a plover n«tt. hlclden amonf tht neb on Ouifcury

Beach.

Along y\

fcs|«insiiulio. rtt.'iiniu* .c »ooncr*- 1 \

;i)-n 'if'cnviriininiT.ulisiv IJI\A opera

tors and everyone vise uhi. i-.mes to the

heath. At this tune ol ve.ii. .i> tht' ptoien. are nest

ing anil the people are tlrji^n outside on warm days,
it is a particularly trickv proposition -

"The habitat Iplmers) like i- also ihc hjlutat peo

ple like," Chandler cipbir" "The* like sandy hlcm-

ctut< "

Al ihe rtuiinvnt, lour iMir« ol the endangered

plovers art- knnwn to be nesting

at Diixl.ury Beach. Chandler

ihi-tn every mom-

inc. making sure his

numbers are tight,

waichinv f"r the fourth
egg Out makes a nesi

com|ilcle He knows

that .'X dan after that

last cy.t! drops, the chicks

will hatch. >.ome of them

perilously clow io where pco-

pli ualk and drive anil rump with

their dop. The .ire-js where new arc known to be

are cordoned olf now. anil larger sections of beach
will be closed

when die eggs

hatch.

.Monitors will

watch the
tuung families

unul ihc chicks

fledge, about a

month after
they hatch,

when the

closed sections

of hcach will

Ourlnf the summertime, Ouiburr Beach li lined OPiJn"Jj 5,cn>
whh vehlclet, but parking li eaiy ta came l>r at thh ^ ftnceJ on

time of rear. ^ baA ^

move to follow the pluren. and driven nn the road to Saquish may

find themselves stopped in traffic, at ihc mder of Beers or one of
his employees, until a plover family crimes the road.

llalancing the protection of endangered species with access for
people and vehicles is something dial has eluded many other
towns, notably on Cape Cod, where environmentalists and ORV
enthusiasts have waged bitter hatt'-rs over stretches of sand. Been,

who works with the Massachusetts Auduhon Society, the state

Continued on Poje It

cnvi.-unincnta! pnlice. Duibun

H»ch Kcven'a;:on. the

Massadiu<ett^ Beach Bugg\'

AssocMtinn and other groups to

keep the peace a: Du>hur>' Beach.

i\ acutely aware of thai. I le bum's
th.ii if the cooperation break*

down, federal and state officials

wiiuld prnhably come in and close
the beach so the wildlife could

live undisnii bed.

"bicrv^iuii «ufLt? tc

Duji'ury and »sk>. 'll"» H«< you

do it: Hi>w do you J" it: Its

>ery simple. You i««t do i;. You
lust communicate." Beets says

"The war between the two side?

i« just nc»i nccessin. Its iu«i not

necessary'. There h»» ■<■ be an

understanding ol' what'< impor

tant. There has to be compro

mise. With those rwo in place.

you'll h»c suicesi *

And. Chandler says, the level

ol protection plovers get on

Duibun Beach is a direct result

of the money collected from the

people who use it.

"It works both ways," he says.
"People do impact the beach,

but their use of the beach con
tributes to more protection

than most people can afford to

do."

Beets says the people of

Duxbury, and regular users oiA

the beach from outside the**'
town, know well what is eipcci-

ed of them and willingly com

ply Chandler agrees.

"They don't mind following

the rules.'' he says. "They just

want to know why there's a

fence there "


